
Chris Jefferies
Journalism Portfolio

(2011-2014)

Contents
p2-3: Motor Boats Monthly (2014)
p4: Vintra (2013-14)
p5: CaravanTimes (2011-14)
p6: MotorbikeTimes (2012-14)
p7: Virgin Red Room (2011-2013)

Portfolio v2.indd   2 01/09/2014   17:04



Construction of Trusty 
Motor Boats has ground to a 
halt in Norfolk, the 
boatbuilder Windboats has 
confirmed.

Earlier this year Trusty 
approached Windboats, who 
also build the Hardy range, to 
take over the production and 
moulding process for the T23 
and T28 (pictured above).

Norfolk-based Windboats 
has since taken orders for 
three models, and two had 

been under construction.
Oliver James, managing 

director at Windboats, told 
MBM: “We have ceased work 
on the two models we had in 
progress.”

Mr James was keen to point 
out that Windboats has 
honoured all of its financial 
obligations to subcontractors 
taken on as part of the Trusty 
deal and as a result they have 
been left “in the dark” and 
“out of pocket”.

Trusty followed up their 
debut T23 range with the 
Trusty T28, which was 
displayed at the 2014 London 
Boat Show and praised for its 
‘little ship’ styling.

However, the company has 
not signed up to exhibit at 
next month’s PSP 
Southampton Boat Show (12-
21 September).

At the time of writing Trusty 
Motor Boats was not 
available for comment.

motorboatsmonthly.com   2

Chris in brief
l Red diesel fight heads to EU court
The long-running dispute over the use of red diesel 
by leisure boats will be referred to the European 
Court of Justice. The European Commission has 
announced plans to take the UK government to the 
Luxembourg court over its failure to properly enforce 
the law in this regard. Red diesel is sold to fishermen 
and other commercial boaters at a lower tax rate, but 
private leisure boaters must carry documentation to 
prove that they have paid tax on any marked fuels 
used for propulsion.
motorboatsmonthly.co.uk/reddiesel

l Sealine F380: First impressions▲
Motor Boats Monthly has taken the first ever test 
drive of the brand new Sealine F380 flybridge model. 
MBM boat tester Nick Burnham was the first 
journalist in the world to test out the new Sealine and 
described its performance as “superb”. Unveiled in 
January at Boot Dusseldorf 2014, this 38ft flybridge 
model is the first to be launched in Germany. Nick 
said: “Sealine have got this one right. The 
accommodation is fantastic for a sub 40ft boat, 
there’s storage everywhere and it goes well too. It’s 
just what Sealine need in their range right now.”
motorboatsmonthly.co.uk/F380

l Lifejackets could have saved 32▲
Public awareness of the lifesaving benefits of 
lifejackets is on the rise, according to the latest fatality 
report from the Maritime and Coastguard Agency 
(MCA). In the last seven years 11 motorboaters and 21 
sailors could have been saved if they had worn 
lifejackets, according to the study. A total of 148 lives 
could have been saved by wearing lifejackets, with 
anglers and commercial fishermen accounting for 
the vast majority of this number, the report added. 
But the good news is that the avoidable fatality rate is 
on the decline, with a sharp drop-off recorded in 
2013, when only 12 preventable incidents were 
recorded.
motorboatsmonthly.co.uk/lifejacket

l Electric yacht to launch in 2015
When it comes to green technology, the motor yacht 
world has somewhat lagged behind the automotive 
world in recent years. However, this could all be about 
to change, with the impetus coming from an unlikely 
source. Bulgarian start-up Cadia Yachts has teamed 
up with Croatian inventor Mate Rimac and they are 
aiming to launch their debut range in 2015.
motorboatsmonthly.co.uk/cadia

Westminster 
concerns grow 
over Coastguard
The chairman of the House 
of Commons Transport 
Select Committee has told 
MBM that she is concerned 
about understaffing at 
coastguard stations across 
the UK.

Louise Ellman, MP for 
Liverpool Riverside, also 
expressed doubts about the 
effectiveness of plans for a 
National Maritime 
Operations Centre, which is 
due to open in Fareham, 
Hampshire at the end of the 
summer.

The NMOC, which has been 
in development for three 
years and is currently six 
months behind schedule, 
aims to centralise local 
knowledge relating to 
coastal rescue operations.

But Mrs Ellman told us that 
the Maritime and Coastguard 
Agency should be vigilant to 
ensure that its high 
standards do not drop 
following this transition.

“I am concerned about 
whether the changes will 
maintain the very high safety 
levels that operate at the 
moment,” she said.

“There are problems with 
understaffing of the 
coastguard. The MCA has 
always said that local 
knowledge can be stored 
and used anywhere, but I 
doubt whether that is that 
case.

“That might be true in 
some situations, but I doubt 
if that could happen 
completely.

Improved technology can 
do a great deal but it can’t 
replace the human factor.” 
Since the Coalition came to 
power in 2010, three 
Maritime Rescue 
Co-ordination Centres have 
been closed in Forth, Clyde 
and Great Yarmouth, despite 
promises to the contrary 
from Mike Penning, the 
former shipping minister.

Six further MRCCs could be 
closed before the end of 
next year, with local 
knowledge due to be shared 
through the NMOC.

MBM archive pic - read full article at motorboatsmonthly.co.uk/coastguard

Trusty T28: Picture sourced from MBM archive

Trusty production halted in Norfolk

Motor Boats Monthly - News Editor (Apr-Sept 2014)
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While there’s no replacement 
for raw boating experience, 
there’s quite nothing like a 
weekend of boat training to 
drive home what you do and 
don’t know.

Having cut my teeth inland 
on much larger boats, 
refining the basics aboard a 
5.8m RIB on Southampton 
water to get my RYA 
Powerboat Level 2 licence 
was an experience of fine 
margins and precise 
handling.

My hosts for the weekend 
were Hamble-based training 
centre Mendez Marine, which 

runs a range of courses for 
boaters of every level.

RYA Level 2 Powerboat is 
where many boaters start 
their training and while it is 
suitable for beginners, it’s no 
walk in the park.

In a group of three, 
alongside a 20-year veteran 
RYA Yachtmaster, I quickly 
embraced my role as the 
dunce of the class, regularly 
asking the stupid question.

We began with the basics 
of wind and tide, and using 
these elements as your 
brakes when performing 
slow-speed manoeuvres. 

Next came Met Office 
forecast terminology and a 
quick rundown of the local 
bylaws.

Our instructor Kieran belied 
his years with two pieces of 
sage advice that I would later 
wish I had tattooed onto the 
inside of my eyelids: “Steer 
before gear, and keep one 
hand on steer and one hand 
on gear”.

The classroom section was 
necessary but mercifully 
short - the July sun was 
beating down and we’d come 
here to do some actual 
boating.

motorboatsmonthly.com   4

Chris in brief
l Boat industry opinion column
Over the past ten years, my career has taken me from 
the boat industry to the caravan industry and back 
again, and the similarities between the two are more 
numerous than you might think. Both are centred on 
recreational vehicles, which are often an impulsive 
purchase and mostly made by those aged 40 or over. 
The image of boating is far more glamorous and sexy 
than that of caravanning, and indeed boating is more 
than twice as popular, with 3.5million participants as 
opposed to 1.5million caravanners. Nonetheless, and 
I’m sure many boaters would baulk at the suggestion, 
but there is a lot to be learned from comparing 
boating to caravanning.
motorboatsmonthly.co.uk/opinion

l Waterproof phone case test ▲
These days you can insure your mobile phone against 
just about anything, but drop it in a salty puddle or 
the bilge water and you may find the insurance 
company is less than cooperative. That’s why a huge 
market for waterproof mobile phone cases has 
sprung up, ranging from £18 to £80. The premium 
options include flaps for fitting headphones and 
chargers, while the cheaper end of the scale features 
lockable pouches and reusable phone condoms. 
These smartphone accessories are becoming 
particularly popular among boaters, so in our latest 
gear test video we set out to thoroughly test six of the 
best.
motorboatsmonthly.co.uk/phonecases

l Batboat goes up for auction ▲
Raise the Bat-Signal! A historic piece of TV 
memorabilia is going up for auction later this month, 
as one of the two original Batboats is heading to 
Brooklands. The classic car auction house in 
Weybridge, Surrey is branching out into motor boats 
on Saturday 30 August, when this modified Glastron 
V-174 will go under the hammer. Built in 1966 and 
kitted out for the classic Batman TV show, starring 
Adam West, this lot has an estimate of £36,000-
£42,000. As you might expect from a superhero’s 
sportscruiser, the Batboat has some unusual 
accessories, including a red flashing beacon, glowing 
eyes, fake Bazooka hatches, and a glowing Bat-Signal 
on the tail fin. The creators of the show would have us 
believe that the Batboat was nuclear powered, but 
fortunately for its next owner the Glastron comes 
with a much more practical MerCruiser L-6 stern 
drive.
motorboatsmonthly.co.uk/batboat

Thames pump-
out stations 
spared the axe
Boat pump-out services on 
the non-tidal Thames have 
been spared the axe, but 
look set to become more 
expensive under new plans 
from the Environment 
Agency (EA).

Following a Freedom of 
Information request, Motor 
Boats Monthly has learned 
that the eight pump-out 
stations between Cricklade 
and Teddington are making a 
combined loss of £13,000 
per year. With this in mind, a 
recent meeting of the 
Thames Navigation User 
Forum (TNUF) suggested 
raising the price or 
withdrawing the service 
altogether.

Other suggestions to 
increase the efficiency of 
these stations were been put 

forward, but the EA has 
admitted that new funding is 
“not currently available”.

The eight pump-out 
locations generate an 
estimated £20,000 of 
revenue per year, but cost 
£33,000 per year to run and 
maintain; the equivalent of 
more than £4,000 per 
station.

The majority of these costs 
come from sewage tankers, 
which charge £500 per 
callout and are required to 

visit five of the sites on a 
regular basis as they are not 
directly plumbed into the 
sewage mains.

Mick Wheatley, waterways 
operations manager at the 
EA, told the TNUF: “These 
units do not make a profit - 
indeed these are significant 
net cost services.

“Given our funding 
constraints and priorities it is 
clearly unsustainable for us 
to continue to provide them 
on this basis.”

Boulters lock on the Thames - read full article at motorboatsmonthly.co.uk/pumpout

Instructor Kieran Board touches a pylon (Pic: Chris Jefferies) - Read the full feature at motorboatsmonthly.co.uk/training

Learning to drive a powerboat

Motor Boats Monthly - News Editor (Apr-Sept 2014)
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On the eve of of Legal and 
General’s half year results 
for 2013, Vintra spoke with 
Mark Gregory to take a look 
at his first financial results 
as Chief Financial Officer. 

Mark, what are the key 
highlights for you?

I think what pleased me 
most about the results is just 
how broad based they are, 
and how, if anything, it 
reflects really an acceleration 
of what we have been able to 
achieve over the last few 
years. We’ve seen very good 
progress at L&G over the last 
three or four years in terms of 

financial performance and 
trading performance and if 
anything The financials are a 
very good and broad base 
but I’d point to perhaps 
increase in the return on 
equity up to 16.8% on the 
annualised basis at the end of 
the first half. And couple that 
with the fact that we have a 
very healthy increase in our 
interim dividends, so really 
good news all round.

And what particular 
achievements stand out for 
you in the 2013 first-half 
performance?

Clearly these numbers are 

very, very broad based, and 
good progress across the 
board, but if I pull out one or 
two key stats I would say the 
net cash generation increase 
up 23% at half a billion 
pounds year-on-year, that 
really is a very, very good 
number in its own right.

Turning now to each of 
your main businesses, let’s 
talk about investment 
management first. How 
successful has 2013 been for 
LGIM so far?

Well LGIM really has had a 
great first half of this year - 
net inflows up to £8billion.

vintra.co.uk   4

Chris in brief
l Interview with Andy Green OBE
The Caravan Club approached Vintra to conduct a 
video interview Andy Green OBE, their guest of 
honour at the 2014 Caravan and Camping Show. 
Andy is an RAF pilot who set the world landspeed 
record in Thrust II in 1997 and is attempting to break 
the same record once more in Bloodhound SSC in 
2015, which has an estimated top speed of 1,000mph. 
We spoke to Andy about the design of his hypersonic 
car and heard how he is hoping to attract the world’s 
largest collection of caravans when he makes his 
world record bid in the South African desert.
http://is.gd/e9Kex8

l Electrocomponents FY 2013▲
It was a difficult trading environment during FY 2013, 
but Electrocomponents reported results that were 
in-line with market expectations. Vintra caught up 
with Ian Mason, group chief executive, to hear how 
the company is planning to build on this in FY 2014. 
We also discussed the changes to internal structure 
and management strategy. Ian also laid out the key 
benefits to staff over the medium-to-long term.
http://is.gd/7ODepJ

l Bailey of Bristol at 65▲
Vintra was commissioned to create a documentary to 
commemmorate the 65th anniversary of caravan and 
motorhome manufacturer Bailey of Bristol. This 
involved weeks of advance planning, a three-day 
on-location shoot involving a crew of six, and video 
interviews with more than 25 members of staff, from 
factory floor to boardroom. What’s more, archive 
material  dating back to 1949 was analysed and 
scanned in to be included in the video and give a full 
view of the company’s evolution and key milestones. 
Following extensive post-production discussions 
with the client, Vintra ensured sign-off in time for the 
2013 Motorhome and Caravan Show at the 
Birmingham NEC, where the resultant ten-minute 
video was played on a bank of nine plasma screens. 
More than 90,000 caravanners were present at this 
six-day event, ensuring maximum exposure for the 
completed project 
http://is.gd/jdytWL

l Other major clients
Lancashire Holdings, Euromax, Amlin, Britvic, 
Playrite and Elddis.

‘You can’t get a 
coffee over the 
internet’
Vintra caught up with 
Charles Mackinnon, chief 
investment officer of 
Thurleigh Investment 
Managers in his Mayfair 
office to get his predictions 
for the markets in 2014.

Charles thinks we have 
seen the worst of the bond 
market chaos and the 
biggest of the equity market 
moves.

He expects it to be a more 
placid year than 2013, with 
equity and bond markets 
performing in a more normal 
manner.

We discuss the potential 
impact of Prime Minister 
Milliband and Chancellor 
Balls. Thurleigh’s increased 
exposure to UK equities 
should not be impacted by 
the general election.

Charles notes that Sterling 
has been surprisingly strong, 
as there has been great faith 
in Mark Carney as the new 
Governor of the Bank of 
England.

But he claims that a Labour 
government might create 
uncertainty as to whether 
Sterling will remain a 
cohesive international 
currency.

We also analyse the value 
of Jim O’Neill’s acronym 
MINT and Charles argues 

that acronyms like MINT and 
BRIC make people focus on 
the opportunities in specific 
countries.

But he stresses that it is 
important to remember that 
Jim and his team are making 
5, 10, and 20-year 
projections, not calls about 
this year or next year.

With regard to the US debt 
crisis of December 2013, 
Charles says he always 
assumed that this debacle 
would pass eventually.

Charles Mackinnon analyses the markets - watch the video at: http://is.gd/rcRXwR

Group CFO Mark Gregory explains Legal & General’s half-year financial results - watch the video at http://is.gd/ZoL7lB

Legal & General HY results 2013

Vintra - Video Presenter (May 2013 - Apr 2014)

Portfolio v2.indd   5 01/09/2014   17:05



We put the new compact motorhome from 
Bailey to the ultimate test, mixing wild 
camping with inner-city driving.

In the 45 years since Woodstock laid down 
the template for the modern music festival, 
the must-have motorhome for a festival has 
always been the VW camper van.

Inextricably linked to the hippie movement, 
the VW camper was the iconic festival 
motorhome, right up until 2012 when the 
Germans finally pulled the plug on the tired 
old girl, who couldn’t keep up with the 
demand for better fuel efficiency.

The logical successor would seem to be the 
larger VW T5 model, but we at CaravanTimes 
have opted for an intriguing newcomer.

Bailey of Bristol has only been making 
motorhomes for the past three years, but the 
company is by no means a flash in the pan, 
with 65 years of coachbuilding experience 
under its belt in the touring caravan market.

Its latest range, the Bailey Approach 
Compact, seems much better-suited to taking 

on the rigours of a music festival than a VW 
T5, since you get a shower, electric-flush toilet, 
a fridge-freezer, an oven and a whole lot more 
interior space, not to mention the central 
heating that we prayed we wouldn’t need.

At £43,000, the entry-level Bailey Approach 
Compact 530 is £10,000 more than the entry-
level VW T5, and the Compact 540 model that 
we tested costs a further £1,000 more, but you 
get what you pay for - and then some. 

We pitched up at 2,000 Trees festival, a 
small but friendly affair that has been 
running in the Cotswolds just outside 
Cheltenham for the past seven years.

Despite the organisers’ welcoming policy 
on motorhomes and caravans, the festival 
site does not provide anything in the way of 
amenities.

Electrical hook-up units, toilet cassette 
disposal facilities and waterpoints were very 
much out. Hillstarts on the unpaved tracks 
leading to our sloping hilltop pitch were very 
much in.

caravantimes.co.uk   5

Chris in brief
l Eterniti leaves orders undelivered
Eterniti Caravans has passed into administration, 
leaving many caravanners in limbo with regard to 
their new models. Last week (27 March), SJ 
Woodward and TA Jack of Ernst & Young issued a 
statement saying that they had been appointed as 
joint administrators under the provisions of the 
Insolvency Act. What’s more, the administrators 
added that Eterniti “is not in a financial position to 
fulfil outstanding customer orders or refund 
customer deposits”. 
http://is.gd/LpYFbP

l MEP gives caravan tax speech ▲
One of the most contentious issues of the year has 
been the prospect of new MOT-style tests to 
determine the roadworthiness or otherwise of all 
touring caravans that weigh over 750kgs. The 
proposals are currently being debated in the 
European Parliament and could be made into law 
before the end of the year. Opposition to this 
development has been widespread and forthright, 
with The National Caravan Council and the 
Government both voicing their objections. But now a 
UKIP MEP has delivered what may be the most 
memorable defence of caravanning that the 
European Parliament has ever seen.
http://is.gd/35YPRJ

l Dunster House skips NEC show▲
Visitors to the Birmingham NEC this week will be able 
to see all the major names in the world of 
caravanning, with one notable exception. Dunster 
House, the company behind the Stealth and 
Concordia ranges, has opted not to exhibit at the 
biggest caravan show of the year. The NCC 
Motorhome and Caravan Show attracts upwards of 
90,000 caravanners over six days, and Dunster 
House’s decision not to attend will no doubt raise 
eyebrows, given that the company had a significant 
presence at last year’s show. Dunster House’s main 
business involves building log cabins and wooden 
climbing frames, but the company launched its most 
recent collection, the Concordia, just over 12 months 
ago. Furthermore, the company’s website has 
recently been edited to change its warranty on 
touring caravans from six years to six months. At the 
time of writing Dunster House  
were unavailable for comment.

Inside Elddis 
testing at 
Markbronn
When it comes to caravan 
testing, the Markbronn 
testing track has something 
of a notorious reputation.

Don’t let its delightful 
setting in the south German 
countryside fool you; this is 
where manufacturers go 
when they want to give their 
new tourers a truly rough 
ride.

In this video, we meet up 
with the testing and 
development team at Elddis 
to put a prototype Solid 
Construction caravan 
through its paces, following 
a rigorous schedule 
developed by MIRA and 
BPW.

David Styles from Elddis 
explains how the team 
regularly carries out 
strenuous towing tests to 
simulate a lifetime of abuse 
in just a few days.

This includes towing across 
potholes, cobblestones and 
twist humps, with the aim of 
finding out how much stress 
and strain the individual 

components can stand up to.
We also find out what it’s 

like to ride inside the caravan 
during two laps of testing, in 
order to get a first-hand 
experience of the sheer 
violence of the testing 
process, which makes just 
sitting still a real challenge 
for our hapless editor and his 
lanky limbs.

On location a the Markbronn testing track - watch the video at: http://is.gd/j6As3L

The Bailey Approach Compact 540 at Cheltenham Racecourse (Pic: Chris Jefferies) - read the feature at http://is.gd/PqVNfm

Festival life in a compact campervan

CaravanTimes - Editor (Jan 2012 - Apr 2014)
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Chris in brief
l Team radio returning to MotoGP?
Picture the scene - It’s the 2009 Catalunya Grand Prix 
and Spanish racer Julian Simon tears down the home 
straight in first place. He punches the air in delight 
and eases off the throttle thinking that he has secured 
a crucial win. It’s only when Andrea Iannone zips past 
him at full speed that reality dawns on Julian - there is 
still one lap to go, and his closest rival has just 
overtaken him. This calamitous error cost Simon a 
first-place finish on the day, with the hapless 
Spaniard eventually finishing in fourth behind 
teammate Sergio Gadea. In the high-tech world of 
international motorbike racing, many were left 
wondering how such a basic error could happen. As 
Simon explained later, it was due to a simple 
misunderstanding of the race boards. Had he been 
connected to his race crew via radio, this error could 
have been pointed out to him much more quickly. 
http://is.gd/pUbB4q

l Marc Marquez wins Argentina GP ▲
Marc Marquez won the first Argentina MotoGP for a 
decade in fine conditions today (27 April) at the 
Autodromo Termas De Rio Hondo. Movistar Yamaha 
rider Jorge Lorenzo got off to a fine start, avoiding a 
repeat of the false start that ruined his day at Austin 
to take an early lead. A chaotic first lap saw Danilo 
Petrucci, Alvaro Bautista and Aleix Espargaro crash 
out, although the latter managed to get back in the 
saddle and resume. It quickly became a two-horse 
race, with reigning champion Marc Marquez reeling 
Lorenzo in lap by lap.
http://is.gd/LhephI

l Renting dreams with Eagle Rider▲
Given the way its name evokes images of classic 
Americana in the form of Peter Fonda on his Harley, 
you could be forgiven for thinking that Eagle Rider is 
USA all the way. However, the world’s largest touring 
bike rental company has a much wider scope than 
most people would imagine, as Washington DC 
branch owner Jay Staggs told MotorbikeTimes at this 
week’s Motorcycle Live show. The touring veteran 
knows a thing or two about riding cross-country, but 
prefers a Honda Goldwing to a Harley-Davidson 
Street Glide and the company’s mere presence at the 
Birmingham NEC shows how it has transcended the 
borders of the US. With 20 year’s experience, the 
company now offers guided and self-guided tours in 
locations as diverse as Sydney, Dubai, Singapore and 
Portugal. 
http://is.gd/c3RVbB

When Indian Motorcycles 
relaunched in the USA back 
in August, you got the 
feeling that this was a true 
giant of the motorbike 
world awakening.

So it was with great 
delight that we prowled the 
Indian stand at Motorcycle 
Live 2013, looking for 
evidence that this iconic 
name would be returning to 
the UK’s forecourts.

Lee Frankish, Sales & 
Marketing Manager for 
Indian and Victory, was only 
too happy to confirm our 
hopes, with nine Indian 
dealers already on-board 
for a spring 2014 relaunch.

But could these 
behemoths of the two-
wheeled world truly feel at 

home in the land of narrow 
cobbled streets and endless 
roundabouts?

“Our cruisers have come a 
long way in the last few 
years, and so has the 
underpinning technology,” 
Lee tells us. “Victory set the 
performance cruiser 
benchmark 15 years ago 
with the V92c and have 
developed their bikes 
extensively ever since; and 
now that Indian is under the 
control of the same parent 
company, US multi-billion 
dollar powersports giant 
Polaris, the future is bright 
for a new generation of 
cruiser owners.”

“Whenever people have 
reservations I say: ‘just ride 
one’. Our modern 

performance cruisers are 
easier to ride, have more 
power, more built-in rider 
aid technology and better 
handling characteristics 
than our competitors.”

It’s inevitable to make a 
comparison with Harley-
Davidson, but as Lee quite 
rightly points out, Indian 
came first, as their est. 1901 
trumps Harley’s est. 1903.

“We are to the 
motorcycling world what 
Coca-Cola is to soft drinks,” 
Lee boldly claims, before 
refusing to be drawn on 
whether or not that makes 
Harley the Pepsi of bikes. 

Taking a look at the three 
new models on display the 
overwhelming sense of 
Americana is inescapable.

motorbiketimes.com  6

Bike Systems 
aiming big after 
NEC show debut
Nestled in next to the noisy 
Crank’d stunt arena, possibly 
the most interesting stand at 
Motorcycle Live 2013 drew 
quite a steady stream of 
curious punters.

The stand in question was 
Bike Systems, where 
Managing Director Dave 
Vout was gleefully showing 
off his new invention - the 
Bike HUD system.

In-helmet technology is 
nothing new, and the 
introduction of Google Glass 
has got many companies 
thinking of how heads-up 
display technology could be 
incorporated into riders’ lids.

But Bike HUD is completely 

different to the likes of Skully 
and LiveMap as it can 
enhance your riding 
experience by directly 
relaying information that you 
would normally have to 
glance down at your dials to 
read.

As a result, Dave claims 
that his invention can save 
you vital seconds where you 

would normally be taking 
your eyes off the road.

What’s more, Bike HUD can 
be fitted to any bike and any 
helmet, so there is no need 
to trade in your beloved 
Shoei or designer Arai lid.

Wearing a helmet fitted 
with the system, it is clear to 
see that Dave has designed 
the display to be intuitive.

Bike HUD in action - read the full feature at: http://is.gd/gAHYDE

Indian was founded one year before its main rival Harley Davidson- read the feature at http://is.gd/t6VLlr

Indian gears up for UK relaunch

MotorbikeTimes - Editor (Jul 2012 - Apr 2014)
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Album reviews
l Jimmy Eat World - Damage
In the turbulent world of rock music, emo veterans 
Jimmy Eat World are a reassuring constant, with the 
same line-up sustained for nearly 20 years now and a 
new album arriving more or less every three years. 
For their eighth studio album, the Arizona quartet has 
gone back to basics, recording on analog tape in 
producer Alain Johannes’ Los Angeles home. Former 
Nine Inch Nails collaborator James Brown was 
brought into digitally mix the record, but Trent 
Reznor-inspired grunge this certainly aint. The result 
is a fuzzier, rougher edge but with the same warming 
centre.
http://is.gd/2urNE7

l Mumford and Sons - Babel ▲
Pressure, what pressure? With three years of 
expectation on their shoulders, Mumford & Sons have 
finally followed up their monumentally successful 
debut album (which went multi-platinum on both 
sides of the Atlantic) with a record that they describe 
as “unashamed”. ‘Babel’ picks up where ‘Sigh No 
More’ left off, as the band stick to the recipe which got 
them where they are today. Produced once again by 
Markus Dravs (the man behind the most recent 
Coldplay and Arcade Fire albums), all the key 
hallmarks are present in these 12 tracks, from three-
part harmony vocals to rapid banjo arpeggios and 
the odd orchestral flourish. Those hoping for a David 
Bowie-esque reinvention will be left disappointed; 
there is not a track on here that would sound out of 
place on the previous album..
http://is.gd/sXad7r

l Editors - The Weight of your Love▲
After a near four-year absence, Editors are back with 
their fourth studio album ‘The Weight Of Your Love’, 
and whilst many will label this album as a return to 
their original guitar-based style, there is plenty of 
evidence that the band has evolved and matured 
during their break. For starters, founding member 
and lead guitarist/synth player Chris Urbanowicz has 
left, and his searing tremolo is notably absent. In his 
place, Justin Lockey takes on lead guitar 
responsibilities, while Elliott Williams provides 
keyboards, backing vocals and additional guitars.
Despite all these changes, Tom Smith’s vocals still 
sound as rich and powerful as ever
http://is.gd/Otx6be

“I’ve got more rhymes than 
I’ve got grey hairs / And 
that’s a lot, because I’ve got 
my share”

With lyrics like these it’s 
obvious that Adam ‘MCA’ 
Yauch was no ordinary 
rapper. Self-aware, self-
deprecating and acutely 
witty to the last, he was the 
creative heart of the Beastie 
Boys and his death, at the 
age of 47, will be felt 
throughout the music scene, 
from hip hop to punk and 
beyond.

At the time of MCA’s 
death, the band were 
reportedly planning a return 
to their roots in the form of 
a full-band punk tour, 
making the news so much 
more of a shock when it 

emerged earlier this 
weekend.Not that it was 
completely out of the blue 
Yauch’s health had been a 
matter for concern ever 
since he was diagnosed 
with cancer of the salivary 
gland back in 2009.

A true musical pioneer, 
Adam Nathaniel Yauch 
co-founded the Beastie 
Boys in New York in 1981 
with Adam ‘Adrock’ 
Horovitz and Michael ‘Mike 
D’ Diamond. Originally a 
hardcore punk act, the band 
spanned the genres as the 
years went on, famously 
supporting Madonna on 
tour in 1985 and being 
banned from the UK in 1986 
for provoking the trend for 
stealing VW badges from 

cars and wearing them as 
oversized necklaces.

True pioneers of both 
white boy rap and rap rock, 
without Yauch and the 
Beasties we quite possibly 
wouldn’t have Rage Against 
the Machine, Eminem or 
Linkin Park. MCA’s deep 
gravelly voice was integral 
to the band’s sound, 
providing a perfect 
counterpoint to the nasally 
tones of Mike D and Adrock.

Beyond music, Yauch was 
a committed activist with 
many causes to shout 
about. The Dalai Lama paid 
tribute to Yauch upon 
hearing the news of his 
death: “Adam had helped us 
raise awareness on the 
plight of the Tibetan people.”
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Ben & Jerry’s 
Sundae festival 
review
The Ben & Jerry’s festival is 
probably the most middle-
class, and thoroughly 
civilised festival in London, 
but then again what else 
would you expect to find on 
Clapham Common? From a 
petting zoo to a bandstand 
stage and double-decker bus 
serving Pimms, every quaint 
English cliche was in 
evidence, but far from being 
kitsch, it fitted the bill just 
perfectly.

That didn’t stop the Fun 
Lovin’ Criminals doing their 
level best to inject a bit of 
badass NYC cool to 
proceedings though, with 
plenty of casual swearing 

and copious drug references 
thrown in for good measure. 
The visibly ageing trio may 
have relied on a backing 
tracks a bit too heavily in 
some places, but front man 
Huey Morgan still exuded 
stage presence, strutting on 
in a black suit, black shirt 
and black sunglasses 
(rendered useless, due to the 

grey sludge of an afternoon 
that they were performing 
in). Old school rap-rock 
tunes such as ‘Scooby 
Snacks’, ‘Bear Hug’ and ‘King 
of New York’ provoked a 
strong response from the 
crowd, who had reacted 
limply to the lacklustre Steve 
Craddock Band earlier on in 
the day.

Sundae festival includes free ice cream - read the full feature at: http://is.gd/6IyOkX

Adam Yauch performing with the Beastie Boys (Pic: Flickr User blythe_d) - read the full obituary at http://is.gd/7MJg2o
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